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Up in the Garden and Down in the Dirt 
Messner, Kate 
Illustrated by Christopher Silas Neal 
San Francisco: Chronicle Books, 2015 
978-1-4521-1936-6 
 
A young girl helps her grandmother garden and learns about animals, plants, seasons, and the weather. The 
artwork in this book is detailed and wonderfully representative of the experience of gardening. The story itself is 
not particularly compelling; however, the information is great for families wanting to introduce young children to 
basic agriculture. Recommended. Laura Ullom, Centennial Library Intern, Centennial Library 
 
